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GE05: A DELIGHT 


by Jan Frajkor 


GEOS for the Commodore 64 is great fun. 
It is not only @ delightful program use. 
but it 1s a terrific bargain, intelligently 
thought out and certainly the most sowerful 


enhancement to the C-64 
thought up yet. 


system 


What’s GEOS? Briefly, it turns the 64 
into a minor-league Macintosh. No, you can’t 
expect the 64, with its limited memory, 


1 the fancy things that an 
or a fac can do -- but from my expe 


far, I°d guess that it can do a 9} 
cent. 
GEOS. v.1.2, comes with two programs -~ 


GeoWRITE. 2 word processor, and beoPAINT, a 
painting/drawing program. Since Commocore 
has adopted the system as a future official 
operating system, new programs making use of 
the icon-mouse system are to be expected. 


Berkeley Softworks tosses in five cif- 
ferent type fonts on the same dis and gives 
you a bonus disk with more fonts. Gn the 
back of the GEOS disk, there's the Guantum 
Link telecommunications program. Where else 
can you get so much for so little? 

I did a direct comparison between NEO- 


CHROME on the Atari 1040ST and GeoFAINT on 
my old 64. Both are excellent drawing/paint- 
ing programs, both have very similer control 


and command structures, and, as far as I am 
concerned, there’s nothing NEOCHROME does 
that GeoPAINT coesn*t do as well. 

As in all these Mac/Jack programs, you 
select paint, draw, line, circle, 5 pat- 
tern and all those other things just by 
moving a pointer to a self-explanatory icon 


and clicking 2 mouse or joystick button. The 
screen on the 1040 indeed looks much finer. 


and its selection of colours much greater —- 
but then, at three times the price, you 
should get something. 

Printing either text or graphics from 
GEOS is much simpler than from NEOCHROME. 
You just point to the icon of the file you 


want to print, holding down the joystick 
buttan and dragging your file icon over to 
the icon of a printer. GEOS supports just 
about any printer you would usually come 
across, and is developing printer drivers 
for others. 


What about text? 


I found ist WORD on the Atari a kind of 
WORDSTAR with icons -- in short, clumsy. You 
go through four or five steps of opening 
files, saving them, selecting print. setting 
print parameters, and then going through it 
all again 1 you want to make one more copy. 
Areal drag if all you print is a two- 
paragraph meno. 


GeoWRITE does it quickly and efficiently, 
and te boot you can use of the weirdest 
desians of type fonts you have ever seen —- 
from hollow-outline pseude-Side English to 


ultra-modern linked-letters that look so 
fancy they're impossible to read. The days 
of illuminated manuscripts are back! It’s 


the font program that makes GEOS different, 
and fun. The fonts show on screen as they 
will in print. which is mice, but it 
terribly slow writing that way. It’s best to 
write everything in 40 columns, small type, 
and then go back and re-format in fancy 
script fonts. That’s easy to do. 


You can incorporate graphics you've made 
th GeoFAINT into articles youre writing 
with GeoWRITE. Again, it’s just a matter of 
opening the disk file that contains your 
graphic, cutting the graphic into a buffer, 
opening your write file into the window, and 
pasting the picture in at the cursor posi- 
tion. 


You can can ordinary programs through 
GEOGS -- and it will even convert the 
directories for you so that the programs- 
will show as icons on the screen. This makes 
deleting and copying files exceptionally 
easy. It’s just 2 matter of dragging around 
pictures of your files and pushing the mouse 


button. 


not gated 


But remember that programs 
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under GEOE will not be able to use the drop- 
down menus and other easy features. 


Some progrems that use the memor loca 
tions at #0000 will wipe out GEOS -- whch 
Just means you'll have to re-boot it instead 
of going back to it automatically. No bic 

The Down Side 

You knew there had to be one, right? 

If you are a serious writer, don’t throw 
away PAPERCLIF or SPEEDSCRIFT yet. GeoliRIT! 


has 
up 1 


fargins wider than 30 columns, colum print 


to give u1 
control 


it gives 
ification, 


something, and wh: 
over spacing, 3 


ing, and otner retinements. 
Most major word-processing features are 
available, like cut anc paste, block delete 


and move, and copy commands. 


Another Grawback is clumsy movement, A 

not a mouse. Moving @ mouse a 
certain distance moves the pointer an anal- 
gous amount.A joystick just gets the pointer 


moving in & certain direction and it over~ 
or under-shoots a great deal of the time. 
Commodore plays to bring out a true mouse. 
It will be worth getting. 

You can’t change the size and shape of 
the windows 1n GEOS the way vou can A 
Atari or Macintosh, You can’t have more than 
one Window on screen. You can’t stick many 


files into a master file or folder or 
subdirectory to link them under one icon to 
avoid screen clutter. Only eight icons 
appear in the GEOS window at a time, so if 


n 


seoarate working disks, For example, 
have GeowRITE, 3 printer driver file, 
few font files on one disk and that’s all. 
The program is constantly swapping memory 
into and aut of the disk and the computer. 
Tt will not work if tnere is little space on 
the work disk. 


you may 
and a 


If GEOS could handle the SFD or the 8250 


drives with their massive storage, that 
would be nice -- but it can’t. It can’t 
handle dual drives like the 4040 or MSD 


either, just your plain old 1541 or the 1571 
inits 1541 mode, Let’s hope these are 
weaknesses to be cured later. 

GEOS supposedly 


speeds up loading and 


saving from the 1541 to threes to five times 
its normal speed -- 2 permanent fast-load 
cartridge, so to speak. It does. 

But larger capacity drives are what this 
program really needs. Once you get the 1700 
or 1750 RAMdisk expansions, most of your 


problems would disappear. 


recommended. It 
adapted quickly 


Two drives are highly 
will handle those fine,and I 


te the names ‘Drive A’ and ‘Drive B” instead 
of device @ and % 

This is a program one cannot recommend 
highly enough. Now that Commodore has 
officialiy adopted it as the standard oper— 
ating system of the new 64C, all of us are 
going to have an easier time and a lot more 


aswell as the” 
undoubtedly be 


fun running our old programs 
future programs that will 
written mainly for mousing. 


Berkeley Softworks, 


you have 144 files on your disk, you will 2150 Shattuck Ave, 
have to page through them eignt at a time, Berkeley, CA 
That’s simply because, let’s face it, 44k 1s USA 94704 
not a lot of memory. #59.95 US 

Similarly, you may have 20 or 25 font fditors note: This program is available from 
styles on your disk. but only the first 14 Maccom ($79.95 less 10% for club members) 
Will be shown. If you want to show the ones and several other retailers in Ottawa. This 
lower down, you re-arrange your disk to program (along with Guantum Link) is in- 
bring up the later ones to the top. That*s cluded with the new s4C, . 
not hard, Bout it Just one more step, 

GEOS is a huge program, which means thet 
you have to break up GEOS into its component 
programs and delete a lot of files to make 
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C-64 CAME DESIGN 
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by a kind of mathematical precision. Each forms, such as statements, are produced with 
also tended to use a series of single notes PageMaker. 

much more frequently than prolonged or 

suspended chords. ithough revenue from advertising has 
in ats initial months, The 
preparation of data by the programmer enien Mas been able to bring in extra 
pases no particular prablen, since almost doing typesetting and layout ‘ for 
any manual dealing with sound contains a other community-based publications. 
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MACCOM_SYSTEMS i 


PERSONAL-COMPUTERS SOFTWARE HARDWARE 
DISKETTES & SUPPLIES 


SOFTWARE 


Word Processing 


Database 

Financial SYSTEMS 
Spreadsheets a 
Graphics mie, 


Project Mgt ‘Mae MIDI MUSIC 


Languages 


ders Software & Hardware 
Utilities PRINTERS 
Communications Star BOSD 
Entertainment Pralland CASIO. 
MIDI Music Cornacdere KORG 
Educational MIDI Interfaces 
Logiciel MODEMS Sequencer Software 


64/128 300bps Modem $95 


i Hayes SmartModem 
frangais RS232 Adapters $75 
ms If your product 
Trademarks: Unless otherwise noted, the — a ‘. 3 
remorvimeerress, BACK-UP | choice tt erected, 
Urncetlnns ofthe eocrepesdioy Bes Isepic $96 
ahaa Snapshot $75 please call us. We 
MACOOM Syatems Lid. of Ottawa, Copy 0 will do our best 
MACCOM's mailing address is: to serve you. 
fe cota he ACCESSORIES y 
Ottawa, Ont. K1J 7A4 ee 
‘aper 
Ribbo: , 
OTTAWA HOME-COMPUTER USER eben in Ottawa 
GROUP 1 iT 
Location: Charlebois High School Eepassion Options MACCOM Systems Ltd 


‘Alta Vista & Heron Rd. 


Dates: Third Mon. of each month 7:30pm 149 aaa 1 2352 
Information: 749-1232 


